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Introduction to פרק חמישי: כיצד מעברי� 
Continuing the exposition of תחו� שבת, this chapter moves from the definition of the תחו� of the individual to the 

broad boundaries of the city, from which 2000 אמות in every direction comprise תחו� שבת for the residents. How to 

measure the city and then from there outwards is the general theme of this chapter, which also includes some notable 

and lengthy אגדה.  
  

3.5.1 

52b (משנה א) � 53b (והנגיב למפיבשת) 

 

ַ+ת ְ%תוֹכְכֶ� לִי יְִ�נֶָ*ה מָלֵא ְ%כֶסֶ) ָ'דֵה& ִ%קְצֵה אֲֶ ר לוֹ  אֲֶ ר הההההַַ�כְֵ�לָ הַַ�כְֵ�לָ הַַ�כְֵ�לָ הַַ�כְֵ�לָ  מְעָרַת אֶת לִי וְיִֶ�� .1   ט, כג בראשית :קָבֶר לַאֲח,

  כז, לה בראשית :וְיִצְחָק 3בְרָהָ� ָ � 4ָר אֲֶ ר חֶבְרוֹ� הִוא ה3ָרְַ%עה3ָרְַ%עה3ָרְַ%עה3ָרְַ%ע    קִרְיַתקִרְיַתקִרְיַתקִרְיַת    מַמְרֵאמַמְרֵאמַמְרֵאמַמְרֵא 2בִיו יִצְחָק אֶל יַעֲקֹב ו1ַָבֹא .2

  א, יד בראשית :4וֹיִ� מֶל7ֶ וְתִדְעָל עֵילָ� מֶל7ֶ 9ְדָרְלָעֹמֶר א8ֶָסָר מֶל7ֶ 3רְיו7ֹ ִ נְעָר מֶל7ֶ 3מְרָפֶל3מְרָפֶל3מְרָפֶל3מְרָפֶל יִ%ימֵ  וַיְהִי .3

  ח, א שמות :יוֹסֵ)יוֹסֵ)יוֹסֵ)יוֹסֵ)    אֶתאֶתאֶתאֶת    יָדַעיָדַעיָדַעיָדַע    ;א;א;א;א    אֲֶ ראֲֶ ראֲֶ ראֲֶ ר מִצְרָיִ� עַל חָדָ חָדָ חָדָ חָדָ     מֶל7ֶמֶל7ֶמֶל7ֶמֶל7ֶ ו1ַָקָ� .4

  עד, קיט תהלי� :ִ�ייִחָלְ  לִדְבָרְ= 9ִי וְיְִ'מָח& יִרְא&נִי יְרֵאֶי= .5

  מז, יד א"שמו :יַרְִ יעַ יַרְִ יעַ יַרְִ יעַ יַרְִ יעַ     יִפְנֶהיִפְנֶהיִפְנֶהיִפְנֶה    אֲֶ ראֲֶ ראֲֶ ראֲֶ ר    &בְכֹל&בְכֹל&בְכֹל&בְכֹל &בְַ�לְִ ִ�י� צוֹבָה &בְמַלְכֵי &בֶאֱדוֹ� עַ�וֹ� &בִבְנֵי ְ%מו2ֹב אֹיְבָיו ְ%כָל סָבִיב ו8ָ1ִַחֶ� יְִ'רָאֵל עַל הְַ�ל&כָה לָכַד וְָ א&ל .6

  יט, כח א"שמו :ְ�לְִ ִ�י� ְ%יַד ה' יִֵ�� יְִ'רָאֵל מַחֲנֵה אֶת �4ַ עִִ�יעִִ�יעִִ�יעִִ�י    &בָנֶי=&בָנֶי=&בָנֶי=&בָנֶי=    אַָ�האַָ�האַָ�האַָ�ה    &מָחָר&מָחָר&מָחָר&מָחָר ְ�לְִ ִ�י� ְ%יַד עְִ�= יְִ'רָאֵל אֶת �4ַ ה' וְיִֵ�� .7

  
  

I. עיבור העיר :משנה א – defining the broad boundary of the city including its inherent extension (עיבור העיר) 

a. Includes: houses and towers that extend out of the city wall; walls of destroyed home 

i. And: bridges or grave-markers that have some residence nearby (e.g. guard house)  

b. Measuring: straight line on each side of city at point of  עיבור; everything within is considered within city limits 

i. Then: measure 2Kא radius in each direction and c ircumscribe a square around it, gaining the corners 

II. Tangent: correct spelling of מעברי�/מאברי� and similar disputes between רב ושמואל (in each case, unaligned positions) 

a. Our מעברי� :משנה (as in a pregnant woman – houses which jut out) or מאברי� (as in “limbed” – אברי�)  

b. מכפלה (v1): one room inside another (מכפלה – pairs of bodies buried there) or one atop the other 

i. Tangent: חברו� called  ארבעההההקרית  (v. 2) on account of the 4 couples there – ד�/חוהא  יעקב/לאה ,יצחק/רבקה ,אברה�/שרה ,

c. אמרפל (v3): same as נמרוד; either real name is נמרוד, called "אמרפל" for throwing אברה� into crucible;  

i. Or: real name is אמרפל, called "נמרוד" for leading people in rebellion against 'ה 

d. חדש Dמל (v4): new king or new decrees (since it doesn’t state that the king died, as it does in שמות ב)  

i. In which case: end of פסוק means that he pretended never to have known (יוס) 

e. Aggadic tangent: ר' יוחנ�’s relating stories about his time spent as a student of ר' אושעיא (taught – ברי�""מא ) 

III. Tangent: reasons why Judeans sustained their תורה  - as opposed to Galileans 

i. Language: They were careful about their language  

ii. Education: They studied from one teacher 

iii. Application: They taught others (vv. 5-7) 

b. Tangent:  clarity of language 

i. Galileans: spoke poorly, leading to humorous malapropos 

ii. Judeans: spoke wisely and carefully, leading to clever wordplay and coded statements 
  


