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I Tangential discussion — civic, moral and religious obligation of np7:
a  nowp (weekly distribution — to poor of the city) collected by 2 (as per v. 1) and distributed by 3 (as mnnn »7)
i Reason for 2: no governance with less than 2, since they seize security for npT¥ even on 79"y, considered n77v
1 Challenge: v. 2 — (and attendant interpretation) chastises np7¥ *82) who seize
2 Answer: if he isn't wealthy, chastised; if he can afford it, they are within rights
b »nnn (daily distribution of food for all poor) collected and distributed by 3 (collection/disbursement are equal)
i Additionally: city elders may change »nnn to nop and vice-versa, or to any other need, can make enactments re-
garding weights and measures and to estab lish fines for anyone who violates their rules
ii  Related: homiletic interpretation of v. 3; applied to proper judges and npT% 'R2) (and perhaps teachers); v. 4 - 1327
I Additional rulings re: collection, disbursement and reassignment of njpT
a  Avoiding suspicion:
i npT¥ R must remain together; if they find a nx’¥n, must put it in np7T¥ and take it out at home
1 Parallel: if a >82) was also collecting a debt for himself, put in np72 Y n9p and remove at home
ii  If they have no “clients”: make change for others but not for themselves
1 Parallel: re: "mnn (which is food), they may sell to others but not to themselves
iii Counting: should be done one coin at a time
b Reassigning: 71 may reassign use->ok to use mats in 7nn’a bought with np78 fund (029, as related by »ax)
i Also: permitted to make one collection and then divide it as seen fit by 1”2
1  Note: if they give np1¥ as per discretion of n2'w’ WX (e.g.), he need not make >Rin (PWR ")
Limitation on rights of leaders to set fines — only if there is no 113 in city; else, they must consult with him (x27)
d  Trust: we do not inquire after np7¥ *R13 as to where they disbursed, as per v. 5
i However: they should tie coins together and count carefully, as per v. 6
e  Investigating a request:
i Xnn"™: we investigate for food, not for clothing (rather, we give on request)
1 Reason: (X12v) — disgrace
2 Reason (877): v. 7 was written ¥118 - read as W19 - i.e. investigate
i~ /m 7 we investigate for clothing, not for food (Xn»91 supports N1 1)
1 Reason (X11p) — pain
2 Reason (¥7p): v.7 stipulates that we give bread, but Nk »> — when we see (for certain) that he is without
clothes, then we clothe him
iii  Associated: explanation of n»% no1a (1:n NRa Mwn) - bed and pillow
1 Addendum: if he is an »1»y who goes begging door to door, we aren’t required to give —
(a) Means: to give a large gift (as per n 1w in nRa ibid); but we are required to give noymn nann
iv oN *7's ruling: minimum amount of NP8 per year — 1/3 Ypw as per v. 8
v Homilies: on importance of np7¥ and encouraging others to give (vv. 9-10)
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