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Note: during the Hellenistic period, likely around the beginning of the Hasmonean dynasty (middle 2" c. BCE) a particular Onias (122117)
came to EQypt and applied for permission — which was granted by Ptolemy IV — to construct a Temple after the manner of the w1pp in
Leontopolis. Which Onias it was is subject to some debate — there are conflicting versions in Josephus’ works — and when it was con-
structed is also disputed. In any case, it seems to have been in operation, in one form or another, until a bit after the destruction of the
w7pn, when, on Vespasian’s orders, it was destroyed. There is a dispute among p’nan whether it was set up as a place of proper worship —
perhaps for those Egyptian Jews who could not travel to Jerusalem or as a “breakaway”; or if it was set up for 77 71713,
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I 2 mwn: Status of 013 who officiated in 1N n*a (see note) and wish to return to v1pn
a o> who officiated there (17 if they served 1): may not serve in WTpn in 0, per v. 1
b Rather: they are allowed to get their portion and eat - just like o *5v2 o1n2
Il Tangential discussion: status of B3 who performed various rites for 1"y vis-a-vis allowing them to officiate in vTpn
a  /7m a7 if he slaughtered for 1"y, subsequent N121p in WTpn are accepted
i Source (’7728 73 pny 77): vv. 2-3 — only MW (nVnw~=service)
b Dispute nww “1ypn2 1. if he performed np»ir (for 1) awa
i 271 subsequent M17p are accepted
ii w77 subsequent M119p are not accepted
1 Source: v. 2 identifies 5wan and my (91won = unintentional; 1Y — intentional)
2 77y 9van is one category — the stumbling-block of an intentional violation
iii Arguments:
1 271 v. 4 teaches that a 102 may officiate for his own 1193 (context of v. 4 —1"y)
(a) Observation: must be 7”01, since if it were NNV, even 1 it would be accepted
2w evenif he did Tma nvnw, would be invalidated as he is ministering to 1"y = verse is in re: mwa nVNY
(a) Note: they are consistent with their positions re: nvonwa 1 (3" - still accepted; w™ — became 1"y% nYwn)
(b) Arguments:
(i) 277 wrma-if and did 1y and then repented, his mia1p are subsequently accepted
1. Explanation: must be 71m1 nomnw; if aw3, no N1wn expected; if 731 77171, NN is insufficient
(if) ©”r refers to amwa NNV — the word ”"av1” means he was already “repentant” and acted »mwa
iv  Additional disputes: bowing 1"y or acknowleding it, 31 rules that his subsequent nap are accepted, ™ — not nm» n»
1 Justification: if we only had np»it, w™'s position is due to mw
(a) And if: we only had nvnw, because it is an act of nay
(b) And if: we also saw W™’s position re: nR1NNWA, since he acted
(c) Therefore: we also need Nk, where there is no action- even there, v disqualifies him
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III' Background story of v»in w1pn and dispute as to its purpose
a  Common ground: fight over ascension to n91Tx N3 after death of P78 NYNY
i »77. v was “set up” by his brother; he fled to Egypt and set up a temple for pagan worship
ii /7 "1 van “set up” his brother, was exposed and fled to Egypt to set up w1pn for ’n (v. 5)
1 (tangent: ym1a 12 YOI "1's comments on the allure and corruptive influence of power)
2 p”runderstands prophecy in v. 5 as relating to a much earlier event (8" c. BCE) involving m’ptn and Assyrian
royalty after fall of Sennacherib — associates v. 6 (and v. 7)
b Tangential homilies:
i 5 prp: and universal recognition of God — vv. 8-9
it~ Value of A study: vv. 10-11
1 Specifically: study of laws of nmay — vv. 11-14
IV ®» mwn: homiletic coda to mnim onar mnoon
a  Common praise: 'n% mn’ n* mentioned in re: nnna Ny (v. 15), gwn noy (v.16) and nnn (v. 17)
b Teaching: that whether one brings much or little, as long his intent is for the sake of Heaven it is accepted
i 523 mom suggest vv. 18-19 as sources
C  Nr23ORY 12 W™ - notes that 'n DY is always used in context of acceptance of n117p — so that no one can claim that the
different m29p are for different deities
i And: he echoes sentiments of our mwn
ii ~ Adding: it isn’t for God’s “appetite”, per v. 20 — rather, for our grace (v. 21)
1 Additional implication: n211%19 shows that intent has to be proper in nw1p, even 81129y
(a) Note: we infer the obligation to have proper intent from 9pan 12 nk vnw (v. 22) — have to intend that j27p
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