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Questions:
1) Why is this the demonstration-case that God has blessed Shelomo with wisdom?
2)  Why does the text repeat their words — and then Shelomo reiterates them?
3)  Why does the text then state “they spoke before the king,” ie. other (untranscribed) words?
4)  How did Shelomo figure out which mother was telling the truth?

5)  How did he take the risk with this extreme solution?

Solution proposed by Meiri (Yevamot 17b) based on the Agadah that these women were a mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law
The two women were mother-in-law and daughter-in-law and their husbands had died before having any
other children other than these two. The daughter-in-law's son had died within 30 days of being born, which
would be considered a pefel and would not exempt her from ¥ibumi| Therefore the daughter-in-law would
have to wait until the mother-in-law's child (her husband's new barely contemporary brother) to reach 13
years old in order to do ¥ibum or Chalitza, and she would remain an Agunah until then, unable to get married.
Instead, she switched her child with her mother-in-law's child, this way she could be exempt from Yibum by
having a surviving child (and no Yavam). When Shlomo said to cut the baby in half, the daughter-in-law

approved of this because it would still allow her to get remarried as there would be no Yavam.

Solution proposed by Malbim ad loc.

"The other woman said, 'no rather it is my son who is alive and your son who is dead,’ and this one says
'no rather it is your son who is dead and my son who is alive."

Scripture tells how regarding their words, by one claimant using the language of "my son is alive and your son
is dead,” and the other claimant saying [in] the reverse [order], "your son is dead and my son is alive." There is a
rule in man's language that he will always give precedent to what is primary and make later what is
secondary, and therefore it is reasonable that the woman who was careful to give precedence in her words
to my son is alive-her main objective is that her son be alive, and the [other woman] who gave precedence
to your son is dead- her main objective was to say that the dead son was her companion's, but not that her son

was the live one. And from this [Solomon] was already able to understand and discern who is his mother
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