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Questions:
1) Why are there two parallel paragraphs of this song of praise?
2) Why does the author refer to the o*7on of own as »mbyn’?
3) Why does he seem to stretch the list, by adding superfluous items?
4) Why does the list stretch all the way to the building of the wTpn?
5) w1??? How could it have been “enough”???
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There were 15 steps (/m590) that descended from the men’s courtyard to the women’s courtyard...
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R. Akiva added a prayer that the future should mirror the glorious past
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Once again they were coming up to Jerusalem together, and just as they came to Mount Scopus
they saw a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies. They fell a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry.
Wherefore, said they to him, are you merry? Said he: Wherefore are you weeping? Said they to
him: A place of which it was once said, And the common man that draweth nigh shall be put to
death, is now become the haunt of foxes, and should we not weep? Said he to them: Therefore am
I'merry; for it is written, And I will take to Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah
the Son of Jeberechiah. Now what connection has this Uriah the priest with Zechariah? Uriah lived
during the times of the first Temple, while [the other,] Zechariah lived [and prophesied] during
the second Temple; but Holy-Writ linked the [later] prophecy of Zechariah with the [earlier]
prophecy of Uriah, In the [earlier] prophecy [in the days] of Uriah it is written, Therefore shall Zion
for your sake be ploughed as a field etc. In Zechariah it is written, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There shall
yet old men and old women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem, so long as Uriah's [threatening] prophecy
had not had its fulfilment, I had misgivings lest Zechariah's prophecy might not be fulfilled; now
that Uriah's prophecy has been [literally] fulfilled, it is quite certain that Zechariah's prophecy also
is to find its literal fulfilment. Said they to him: Akiba, you have comforted us! Akiba, you have

comforted us!
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