W37 Ov ' OM3N INDK N2MN3 TIPY T MMTY N3N YHRND Y Y THVY DX I1PDON DY T OY

;/4//‘7 /4///4/7/( ¢ ¢
St Jeeer LTINS

Why Didn't Mordelkhai Bow to Hemean?
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After these things king Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat
above all the princes who were with him. And all the king’s servants, who were in the king’s gate, bowed, and did obeisance to
Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow, nor did him obeisance. Then the king’s
servants, who were in the king’s gate, said to Mordecai, Why do you transgress the king’s command? Now it came to pass, when
they spoke daily to him, and he did not listen to them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s words would stand; for he
had told them that he was a Jew. And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow, nor did him obeisance, then was Haman full
of wrath. And he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had told him the people of Mordecai; therefore Haman sought

to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, the people of Mordecai.
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R. Phinehas said: There were two rich men in the world, one in Israel and one among the idolaters, whose money proved their
ruination. In Israel there was Korah, who found the treasures of gold and silver that Joseph had hidden. Among the idolaters
there was Haman, who seized the treasures of the kings of Judah. When the king saw his wealth and his ten sons of princely
rank before him, he forthwith promoted and exalted him, as it says, AFTER THESE THINGS DID KING AHASUERUS
PROMOTE HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA THE AGAGITE, AND ADVANCED HIM, and the king ordered all to
bow down and prostrate themselves before him. What did Haman then do? He attached an embroidered image to his garment
upon his breast, and everyone who bowed down to Haman bowed down to the image.
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What did Mordecai say to those who asked him WHY TRANSGRESSEST THOU THE KING'S COMMANDMENTS (111, 3)? R.
Levi said: He said to them: “Our master Moses admonished us in the Torah saying, Cursed be the man that maketh a graven or
molten image (Deut. XXVII, 15); and this wretch sets himself up as a deity.
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On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbonah, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, To bring Vashti the queen

before the king with the royal crown, to show the people and the princes her beauty; for she was beautiful to look on. But the queen
Vashti refused to come at the king’s command by his eunuchs; and the king was very angry, and his anger burned in him.
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And it came to pass after these things, that his
master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said,
Lie with me. But he refused, and said to his master’s
wife, Behold, my master knows not what is with me
in the house, and he has committed all that he has to
my hand; There is none greater in this house than I;
nor has he kept back any thing from me but you,
because you are his wife; how then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God? And it came to
pass, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he
listened not to her, to lie by her, or to be with her.

2779 1O8 (9

NITT12 1o W Tom T mORT 03T TN ()
-531(2) i R oD S RO DA NN 333877
MY 1D m-r‘v o oy -[Bm WEITN 1‘7m ay
1‘7m 1ap 1IN (3) e 89 x‘v 3T o 1‘7
() 1707 MY 1R 131 N I 0575 -[Bm W3RN

m‘rB YN TN P N9 01’1 oy 1"7{? 07N ol

T RITTEN O TR 5T 112 M mm‘v

After these thmgs king Ahasuerus promoted Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him,
and set his seat above all the princes who were with him.
And all the king’s servants, who were in the king’s gate,
bowed, and did obeisance to Haman; for the king had so
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow,
nor did him obeisance. Then the king’s servants, who
were in the king’s gate, said to Mordecai, Why do you
transgress the king’s command? Now it came to pass,
when they spoke daily to him, and he did not listen to
them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
words would stand; for he had told them that he was a
Jew.
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The Aggadah: Haman sells himself as a slave to Mordechai (Targum Esther)

It once happened that a city in India rebelled against Ahasuerus. In great haste troops were
dispatched thither under the command of Mordecai and Haman. It was estimated that the
campaign would require three years, and all preparations were made accordingly. By the
end of the first year Haman had squandered the provisions laid in to supply the part of the
army commanded by him, for the whole term of the campaign. Greatly embarrassed, he
requested Mordecai to give him aid. Mordecai, however, refused him succor; they both had
been granted the same amount of provisions for an equal number of men. Haman then
offered to borrow from Mordecai and pay him interest. This, too, Mordecai refused to do,
and for two reasons. If Mordecai had supplied Haman's men with provisions, his own
would have to suffer, and as for interest, the law prohibits it, saying "Unto thy brother thou
shalt not lend upon usury," and Jacob and Esau, the respective ancestors of Mordecai and
Haman, had been brothers.

When starvation stared them in the face, the troops commanded by Haman threatened him
with death unless he gave them their rations. Haman again resorted to Mordecai, and
promised to pay him as much as ten per cent interest. The Jewish general continued to
refuse the offer. But he professed himself willing to help him out of his embarrassment on
one condition, that Haman sell himself to Mordecai as his slave. Driven into a corner, he
acquiesced, and the contract was written upon Mordecai's knee-cap, because there was no
paper to be found in the camp.

The bill of sale ran thus: "I, Haman, the son of Hammedatha of the family of Agag, was
sent out by King Ahasuerus to make war upon an Indian city, with an army of sixty
thousand soldiers, furnished with the necessary provisions. Precisely the same commission
was given by the king to Mordecai, the son of Shimei of the tribe of Benjamin. But I
squandered the provisions entrusted to me by the king, so that I had no rations to give to
my troops. I desired to borrow from Mordecai on interest, but, having regard to the fact
that Jacob and Esau were brothers, he refused to lend me upon usury, and I was forced to
sell myself as slave to him. If, now, I should at any time decline to serve him as a slave, or
deny that I am his slave, or if my children and children's children unto the end of all time
should refuse to do him service, if only a single day of the week; or if I should act inimically
toward him on account of this contract, as Esau did toward Jacob after selling him his
birthright; in all these cases, a beam of wood is to be plucked out of the house of the
recalcitrant, and he is to be hanged upon it. I, Haman, the son of Hammedatha of the family
of Agag, being under no restraint, do hereby consent with my own will, and bind myself to
be slave in perpetuity to Mordecai, in accordance with the contents of this document."

Later, when Haman attained to high rank in the state, Mordecai, whenever he met him, was
in the habit of stretching out his knee toward him, so that he might see the bill of sale. This
so enraged him against Mordecai and against the Jews that he resolved to extirpate the
Jewish people.
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