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Five catastrophes befett our ancestors on the 17th of Tammuz

Five catastrophes befett our ancestors on the 9th of Av
On the 9th of Av:

On the 17th of Tammuz:

a. The Tablets were broken

The Tamid offering was stopped

The city walls were breached
Apostomos burned the Torah

He constructed an idol (or "an idol was
constructed”) in the Sanctuary
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The sentence was passed against our ancestors
that they not be allowed to enter the Land

The 1st Mikdash was destroyed

The 2nd Mikdash was destroyed

Beitar was captured

The city was plowed under
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Rabbi (Yohanan) sent R. Assi and R. Ammi on a mission to organize [religious education in] the cities of the land of
Israel. They came to a city and said to the people, ' Bring us the guardians of the city.” They fetched the captain of
the guard and the magistrate. The Rabbis exclaimed, ' These the guardians of the city! They are its destroyers!” The
people inquired, “Who, then, are its guardians?’ and they answered, ‘The instructors in Bible and Mishnah, who
meditate upon, teach and preserve the Torah day and night.’
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