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Note: The Ethiopian custom (Beta Yisrael) is to begin counting on the day after

Matzot is over (i.e. 10312 15) and Shavuot is then on y»oa
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9)  Addendum: Josephus’ description of the “the schools of philosophy” from Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 1
2. The Jews had, for a great while, had three sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves. The sect of the
Essens; and the sect of the Sadducees; and the third sort of opinions was that of those called Pharisees.
(Tovdaioic @rAogogial tosic Noav ¢k TOL TAVL AQXAIOVL TOV TATOlWY, 1} 1 Tov Eoonvav kai 1] Tov Zaddovkaiwv, Toitnv
d¢ ¢ploadgouy of Pagloaiot Aeyouevor.)Of which sects although I have already spoken in the second book
of the Jewish war; yet will I a little touch upon them now.
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Long, detailed arguments defending the tradition of starting the count on the 24 day of Yom
Tov, regardless of the day of the week; further distinct arguments appear in the Bavli (#10),

the Rambam (#11), the Kuzari (#12) and dozens more before and since.
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The Festivals According to the Calendar of the Sect of the Scrolls (4QMMT)

From Schiffman’s “Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls” pp. 302-303

1st Month 2nd Month 3rd Month 4t Month 5% Month 6t Month 7th Month
1 Y F S W F S W
Beginning of naatn oy
Days of
Consecration
2 Th v M Th v M Th
3 F S T F S T F
Feast of First
Fruits of Wine
4 v M W v M Y v
5 S T Th S T Th S
6 M W F M W F M
7 T Th v T Th v T
8 Y F S W F S Y
9 Th v M Th v M Th
10 | F S T F S T F
D190 DY
11 | ¥ M W v M Y v
12 | S T Th S T Th S
13 | M W F M W F M
14 | Tnos Th v T Th v T
15 | Wmsn F San W F S W mao
PPN
16 | Th v M Th v M Th
17 | F S T F S T F
18 | © M W v M Y v
19 | S T Th S T Th S
20 | M W F M W F M
21 | T Th v T Th v T
22 | W F S W F S W
Feast of Qil mzy rnY
23 | Th v M Th v M Beginning of Th
Feast of Wood
Offering
24 | F S T F S T F
25 |V M W v M Y v
26 S Tnyn nan T Th S T Th S
27 | M W F M W F M
28 | T Th v T Th v T
29 | W F S W F S Y
30 | Th v M Th v M Th
31 T T
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