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The Mysterious “Yahrzeit” of R. Shimon bar Yohai and the “Festival” of Lag ba’Omer
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In this printed version of n»n yy M9, the date is recorded as the day of »”aw7’s passing —
but why was the other rabbi saying oni on that day? And why was it the day of »awv’s

rejoicing, such that om was inappropriate?
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R. Moshe Sopher (1910 onn — d. 1839) was reluctant to join the festivities in nax and questioned the propriety of establishing a new
feast-day; he further challenged the propriety of making any city outside of 0911 a focal point of celebration and associated it with
a Divine plan to keep 0919 from being rebuilt, as the time was not ripe...
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the 18™ of 97X (=1ny1 1Y) is a fast day for the death of -2 yvI and “the earthquake” (?)
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13) Letter of Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem (4th century)

6) At the outset, when they wanted to lay the foundations of the Temple on the Sunday previous
to the earthquake, there were strong winds and storms, with the result that they were unable to
lay the 'Temple's foundations that day. It was on that very night that the great earthquake
occurred, and we were all in the church of the Confessors, engaged in prayer. After this we left
to go to the Mount of Olives, which is situated to the east of Jerusalem, where our Lord was raised
to His glorious Father. We went out into the middle of the city, reciting a psalm, and we passed
the graves of the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, and we besought the Lord of the prophets that,
through the prayers of His prophets and apostles, His truth might be seen by His worshippers in
the face of the audacity of the Jews who had crucified Him.

12) This event took place on Monday at the third hour, and partly at the ninth hour of the night.
There was great loss of life here. (It was) on 19 Iyyar of the year 674 of the kingdom of Alexander
the Greek. This year the pagan Julian died, and it was he who especially incited the Jews to rebuild
the Temple, since he favored them because they had crucified Christ. Justice overtook this rebel
at his death in enemy territory, and in this the sign of the power of the cross was revealed, because
he had denied Him who had been hung upon it for the salvation and life of all. All this that has

been briefly written.
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