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Session #3: R. Akiva: A Life (pt.1)
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Note the difficulty in the text — the 1¢ three follow the pattern of 40/40/40, but there is no

account of the first 40 years of ¥"7's life and two accounts of the next 40...

But in ms. London — the final section reads:

R. Akiba studied Torah forty years
and attended upon the sages forty years

and led Israel for forty years.
And in a Geniza fragment (Nahum coll. ms Holon 242):

R. Akiba was “engaged with the world” (business?) forty years
and studied for forty years

and taught for forty years.
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Rabbi Akiva became wealthy from six things...and from the wife of Turnus Rufus...
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Regarding the wife of Turnus Rufus: Rabbi Akiva used to humble him with Scripture before
the Caesar and provoke him with words. One time he came home angry and upset. His wife
said to him, "Why is your face so troubled?" He said to her, "Because of Rabbi Akiva, who
provokes me every day with his words." She said to him, "The God of these people hates
promiscuity. Give me permission and I will cause him to stumble in a matter of
transgression." He gave her permission, and she adorned herself and went to Rabbi Akiva.
When Rabbi Akiva saw her, he spat, laughed, and wept. She said to him, "What are these
three things?" He said to her, "Two I will explain, the third I will not explain. I spat because
you came from a putrid drop. I wept because this beauty will decay in the earth." As for his
laughter —he laughed because he foresaw through the holy spirit that she was destined to
convert and marry him, but he did not wish to inform her of this. She said to him, "Is there
any possibility of repentance?" He said to her, "Yes." She went and converted and married

Rabbi Akiva, and she brought him great wealth.
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