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29-0, 0987 (1

037 1700538 TEN P ON NI OIS DTN DN 33708 73T TaN? MO e
TO387 IO VA AITON SRTER SYYNT NN SONIM ATYR 1Y SDEp)
MY \NIYI3 DR Y32 T NN 029 Sh3 SR 15T MY NIYT MNER o
ORYBIZ) P AP N T Y T2 N 52 M3 np iy R i 172
733 BRI B PR SN 137NN DAY T i oha Bydmry 9N 85 DR
Y3Y MR NN SART B nawn s b7 SRR opnaYn
Y 3R OR3P OF DA FSRE NPT DU NIRRT 100 N minav
T2 ©S3 TYINA PRI 1IN N0 DTy 3 D0y ndn o oA SRTEwiEn 17
A2 T2V O3 SN TN 1373 T MY 23 D D3p N onz oy oos e
M3 23 YIS W1 NINGIY TN DIYTIRY S T2 YT RN O30 B
T2V WTp D2 Ry 7290 19 001937 Oy by oI T pm Rz 3
o7 NP e N7 I3y naNpRTo2 037 i LT NIpR i R myps DN 477
TP L) TR T NS TN D2r I VI I DY WRR DIy oo
DTN I DN Tty 1321 2w RN NG
D,V 0’7137 (2
i3y Y 90k Snn maps e O [2R8RRl sy nyay

PN T I9T3 TN I00 TN T ST NeR PN 2 iy an péy)

l’ebyi[z@gmail.com © Yitzchak Etshalom 2026

Pagel


mailto:rebyitz@gmail.com

MO YRID'T YR DR NN NN MV AT2 0TIy

R:TO MY (3

TRV PYPI IR NN T OV Ty n ey g

NI 109 T5 719 NIV 13 IYPY 2277 NN (4
NR NMT RIAY MR DY 72 W2 mawn pepawna ‘RIY 99910 IR POR 12 NYRY 1 N2wN PEpa erIna
YR PPN YN NAVN DR AMT IMPYN NWAN RAD 9127 IR YRYNY? 3 9mPn PP I DT AP Nawvn

2995% WIN AT NOR IPRPY WIIN Nawn BRI na IR DTN T .012P 107110 PRY WD RY YIAp NNTY
7 MAYI PRP NYYW WIINN 1N MY IMR PIYNRY 91 .110P1AY IRRINOY PRP T NOR TWIINY PRI Y
0N NYw1 RPN

V=T IIID IPOIND T 300 vp (5
Y22 92012 NI INIR PRIPY 290 DY 2990 PRIV PT A OMOY 2PVIY YR TY) T
ST POYA %P RPY 1T ,DYY NIDIINN DY NINNDD NI1YD DI ARPY NI RIY 1T

"2t 230" "p0” DR 725 2307 PN DINIR 7URwn K17 P07 DIRIR 2WRWD K27 1002 10K ,MUNY 72 .0
NAY” "Pin” D1NIR 725 N2Y” 1007 IR NIY “PR” DR 725 NaR” “pn” DR 725t naR” P’ DINIR
IR 11,7271 927 92 HY Dnya MY 18P 5 0InIR “798pR7 18P 15 D1NIR 7798pR7 7pn” DnIR 725
“pnLrn e’ :45
270 D ORYING PN NV PR 15 DINIR PHY LPOAN Nan 2 P Y )
Note: The Ethiopian custom (Beta Yisrael) is to begin counting on the day after

Matzot is over (i.e. y9°)2 25) and Shavuot is then on y»va 2> (see pp. 7=8)
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Long, detailed arguments defending the tradition of starting the count on the 24 day of Yom
Tov, regardless of the day of the week; further distinct arguments appear in the Bavli (#10),

the Rambam (#11), the Kuzari (#12) and dozens more before and since.
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The Festivals According to the Calendar of the Sect of the Scrolls (4QMMT)

From Schiffman’s “Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls” pp. 302-303

1st Month 2nd Month 3rd Month 4t Month 5% Month 6t Month 7th Month
1 Y F S W F S W
Beginning of naatn oy
Days of
Consecration
2 Th v M Th v M Th
3 F S T F S T F
Feast of First
Fruits of Wine
4 v M W v M Y v
5 S T Th S T Th S
6 M W F M W F M
7 T Th v T Th v T
8 Y F S W F S Y
9 Th v M Th v M Th
10 | F S T F S T F
D190 DY
11 | ¥ M W v M Y v
12 | S T Th S T Th S
13 | M W F M W F M
14 | Tnos Th v T Th v T
15 | Wmsn F San W F S W mao
PPN
16 | Th v M Th v M Th
17 | F S T F S T F
18 | © M W v M Y v
19 | S T Th S T Th S
20 | M W F M W F M
21 | T Th v T Th v T
22 | W F S W F S W
Feast of Qil mzy rnY
23 | Th v M Th v M Beginning of Th
Feast of Wood
Offering
24 | F S T F S T F
25 |V M W v M Y v
26 S Tnyn nan T Th S T Th S
27 | M W F M W F M
28 | T Th v T Th v T
29 | W F S W F S Y
30 | Th M Th M Th
31 T T
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14) Shulhan haOrit; The Halakhah of Ethiopian Jewry, Then and Now,
Sefirat ha-Omer (Counting the Omer) Ethiopian Halakhah

The custom in the Ethiopian community was to begin counting the Omer from the last yom tov
(festival day) of the week-long Passover holiday. The Torah commands sefirat ha-Omer (the
counting of the Omer) from the day after Shabbat, and uses the phrase “mi-maharat ha-Shabbat”
(Leviticus 23:15). The Beta Israel community understood the term Shabbat in this biblical phrase
to refer to yom tov (as did rabbinic Judaism). But the Beta Israel interpreted yom tov to refer to
the last yom tov festival of Passover (and not the first yom tov, which was the rabbinic
interpretation). Given that in Ethiopia the counting of the Omer began at the end of Passover,
the Shavuot festival consequently always fell on the twelfth day of Sivan. When I asked one of
the kesim about the reason for this custom, he answered me, “This is something we received
from our forefathers over many generations. It may be that the counting of the Omer was
postponed to the end of Passover so as to avoid mingling the precepts of Passover with the
precept of counting the Omer.” Therefore, only when the Passover holiday was over did the
Jews in Ethiopia begin the new mitzvah.

Past and Present in Talmudic Halakhah

The phrase in the Torah that established the date for beginning the counting of the Omer is mi-
maharat ha-Shabbat, and this led to a tremendous controversy during Second Temple times.
According to the followers of Baithos (a Sadducee), who rejected the Oral Torah, the word
Shabbat in this phrase meant the weekly Shabbat, so that the phrase mi-maharat ha-Shabbat would
refer to the day after the intermediary Shabbat of Hol ha-Moed Passover, which means that the
day of the Omer offering would always be on a Sunday. In contrast, the Pharisees (or
Rabbanites), who relied on the Oral Law, interpreted mi-maharat ha-Shabbat to refer to the day
after the first yom tov, since yom tov is also called a Shabbat, a day of shvitah (rest from work).
Therefore, for them the Counting of the Omer began after the first yom tov of Passover.

Some explained the reason for this as follows. The Shabbat was sanctified by the Holy One,
blessed be He, after the creation of the world, before the people of Israel became a nation. Other
than Passover, the holidays were fixed by the people of Israel based on Kiddush ha-Hodesh
(sanctification of the new month). However, with respect to the first Passover holiday, the
people of Israel did not yet exist as a nation in order to sanctify the new month. This means that
the very first Passover was instituted by the Holy One Himself, as was the Sabbath. In order to
remind us of this and to memorialize this, the Torah specifically calls Passover a “Shabbat” in
the biblical phrase mi-maharat ha-Shabbat. Thus it follows that that mi-maharat ha-Shabbat means
the day after the first yom tov of Passover, which is always the sixteenth day of Nissan.

The controversy during the Second Temple era was quite acerbic, and therefore the harvesting
of the Omer and its offering were purposely performed publicly in an impressive ceremony
that emphasized the interpretation of the Pharisees. In those years when it fell on Shabbat, the
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ceremony even entailed the setting aside of Shabbat prohibitions in order that the full ceremony
could take place. The reason for this was to ensure that the rabbinic interpretation and the
importance of following the Oral Law would take root among the people.

The reason for the Omer offering was that the grain harvest ripens around Passover, and God
judges the world. This is reflected in the abundance, or lack thereof, of the grain harvest, as it
says in the Talmud: “The Holy One, blessed be He, said: ‘Set before Me Omer on Passover so
that I can bless you with a good harvest in your fields.””

The Recommended Custom in Israel

Even though in Ethiopia the community started sefirat ha-Omer on the last day of Passover, the
community today should keep the tradition of the rest of the Jewish people, in order to promote
unity. Those of the first generation from Ethiopia who wish to observe Shavuot on the twelfth
of Sivan may do so, but they should also observe Shavuot on the universally accepted date
according to sefirat ha-Omer as it is practiced in Israel. About the matter of abstaining from
shaving, this is a very late custom which is not mentioned in the Talmud, nor even in the
Rambam’s writings. Thus the men in the Yemenite community, which adheres closely to the
Rambam’s rulings, do not follow the custom of abstaining from shaving during sefirat ha-Omer,
and by the same token, Ethiopian immigrants do not have to keep the customs related to
shaving (according to Rabbi Nachum Rabinowitz). However, immigrants from Ethiopia who
identify with this custom, or who were educated in religious schools and institutions where this
custom was kept, may certainly abstain from shaving. In any case, one should shave on Fridays
in preparation for Shabbat, since the status of Shabbat in Ethiopia was extremely high. Shabbat
takes precedence over many customs, especially customs such as this, which were not practiced
in Ethiopia. In addition, it should be emphasized that during the sefirah period we should be
especially concerned with acting respectfully toward each other.
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15) Addendum: Josephus’ description of the “the schools of philosophy” from Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 1

2. The Jews had, for a great while, had three sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves. The sect of the
Essens; and the sect of the Sadducees; and the third sort of opinions was that of those called Pharisees.
(Tovdaioic @LAoGo@ial oI Noay £k TOD VL &OXAIOL TAV TATElWY, 1] 1e oV Eoonvav kai 1 tov Zaddovkaiwy, toitnv
d¢ ¢puloadgouy of Pagloaiot Aeyouevor.)Of which sects although I have already spoken in the second book
of the Jewish war; yet will I a little touch upon them now.

3. Now for the Pharisees, they live meanly, and despise delicacies in diet; and they follow the contract
of reason: and what that prescribes to them as good for them they do: and they think they ought earnestly
to strive to observe reason’s dictates for practice. They also pay respect to such as are in years: nor are
they so bold as to contradict them in any thing which they have introduced. And when they determine
that all things are done by fate,? they do not take away the freedom from men of acting as they think fit:
since their notion is, that it hath pleased God to make a temperament; whereby what he wills is done;
but so that the will of man can act virtuously or viciously. They also believe that souls have an immortal

vigour in them: and that under the earth there will be rewards, or punishments; according as they have
lived virtuously or viciously in this life: and the latter are to be detained in an everlasting prison; but
that the former shall have power to revive and live again. On account of which doctrines, they are able
greatly to persuade the body of the people: and whatsoever they do about divine worship, prayers, and
sacrifices, they perform them according to their direction. Insomuch that the cities give great attestations
to them, on account of their entire virtuous conduct, both in the actions of their lives, and their discourses
also.

4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this; that souls die with the bodies. Nor do they regard the
observation of any thing besides what the law enjoins them. For they think it an instance of virtue to
dispute with those teachers of philosophy whom they frequent. But this doctrine is received but by a
few: yet by those still of the greatest dignity. But they are able to do almost nothing of themselves. For
when they become magistrates; as they are unwillingly and by force sometimes obliged to be; they addict
themselves to the notions of the Pharisees: because the multitude would not otherwise bear them.

5. The doctrine of the Essens is this; that all things are best ascribed to God. They teach the immortality
of souls: and esteem that the rewards of righteousness are to be earnestly striven for. And when they
send what they have dedicated to God into the temple, they do not offer sacrifices: because they have
more pure lustrations of their own. On which account they are excluded from the common court of the
temple: but offer their sacrifices themselves. Yet is their course of life better than that of other men; and
they intirely addict themselves to husbandry. It also deserves our admiration, how much they exceed
all other men that addict themselves to virtue, and this in righteousness: and indeed to such a degree,
that as it hath never appeared among any other men, neither Greeks nor Barbarians, no not for a little
time: so hath it endured a long while among them. This is demonstrated by that institution of theirs,
which will not suffer any thing to hinder them from having all things in common: so that a rich man
enjoys no more of his own wealth, than he who hath nothing at all. There are about four thousand men
that live in this way: and neither marry wives, nor are desirous to keep servants: as thinking the latter
tempts men to be unjust; and the former gives the handle to domestick quarrels. But as they live by
themselves, they minister one to another. They also appoint certain stewards to receive the incomes of
their revenues, and of the fruits of the ground; such as are good men, and priests: who are to get their
corn, and their food ready for them. They none of them differ from others of the Essens in their way of
living: but do the most resemble those Dacze, who are called Polistee. [Dwellers in cities.]
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