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Chapter 1: Meet The New Boss...
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Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of Hashem, that Hashem spoke
to Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, "Moses, My servant, is dead; now
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you, and all this people, to the land which I give to
them, to the Children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, to
you have I given it, as I spoke to Moses. From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even to
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward
the going down of the sun, shall be your border. No man shall be able to stand before you
all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will neither fail you
nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage; for you will cause this people to inherit
the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous,
to observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; turn
not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you
go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it; for then
you shall make your ways prosperous, and then you shall have good success. Have not I
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be frightened and do not be
dismayed, for Hashem your God is with you wherever you go."

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, "Pass through the midst of
the camp and command the people, saying, 'Prepare for yourselves victuals; for within
three days you are to pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which Hashem
your God gives you to possess it." And to the Reubenites, and to the
Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua spoke, saying, "Remember the word
which Moses the servant of Hashem commanded you, saying, 'Hashem your God gives
you rest, and will give you this land. Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall
abide in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall pass over before
your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valor, and you shall help them, until Hashem
have given your brethren rest, as to you, and they also have possessed the land which
Hashem your God gives them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession, and
possess it, which Moses the servant of Hashem gave you beyond the Jordan toward the

sunrise." And they answered Joshua, saying, "All that you have commanded us we will
do, and wherever you send us we will go. According as we heeded Moses in all things,
so will we heed you; only Hashem your God be with you, as He was with
Moses. Whoever shall rebel against your commandment and shall not heed your words
in all that you command him, he shall be put to death; only be strong and of good

courage."
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Rabbi Chanina said: This teaches that each and every one is scorched by the radiance of
his fellow's glory. Woe to that shame, woe to that disgrace.

Similarly, you may say: And you shall give of your glory upon him -but not all of your glory.
The elders of that generation said: The face of Moses was like the sun, the face of Joshua
like the moon.

Woe to that shame, woe to that disgrace.
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... What is the meaning of the days draw nigh to die? It is like a person who says to his friend,
"So-and-so has accepted a position before the king." "Call Joshua," said Moses before the
Holy One, blessed be He. "Let Joshua take my scepter and I will live." Said the Holy One,
blessed be He, "Do for him as he has done for you." Immediately Moses arose and went
to Joshua's house. Joshua was frightened and said, "Moses, my teacher, come to me." They
went out to walk. Moses went to the left of Joshua and they entered the Tent of Meeting.
The pillar of cloud descended and separated between them. When the pillar of cloud
departed, Moses went to Joshua and said, "What did the Divine Presence say to you?"
Joshua replied, "When the Divine Presence spoke to you, I knew what it was saying to
you." At that moment, Moses cried out, "A hundred deaths and not one moment of
jealousy!" And Solomon expounded it, For it is as strong as death is jealousy. A love as hard
as Hades is jealousy, the love that Moshe loved Yehoshua and the jealousy that Moshe
felt for Yehoshua. Once Yehoshua accepted upon himself to die, the Holy One Blessed Be
He began to console him. He said to him, "By your life, in this world you led My children,
and in the future as well, I will lead them by your hand." From where do we know this?
From the verse, He remembered the days of old, Moshe, His people.



