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Introduction to TS 152 — v g

This chapter continues with issues relating to preparation for maw; 9"m instituted an obligation of naw =1 (although the nature
of the obligation is undlear in the X1, leading to a debate in the middle ages as to whether a na71a is to be recited on lighting 1
) in order to promote naw My, so that people wouldn't be eating and socializing in the dark on naw 9%. The type of lamps
they would use included a wick (n>'n9), fuel (jnw of some type) and a holder (). The entire mechanism is also called a 7. Our
chapter is devoted to identify the types of wicks and oils which are permissible for naw 71. The considerations are wicks and
fuels which will burn deanly without an offensive smell, so that people will enjoy their meal and will not inadvertently
violate naw by adjusting the wick or 7). Beginning at the end of this first session), the laws of nann 71 are introduced and
presented — this is, with one small exception, the only discussion of n>un 71 mxn in all of %21 ©W; the reasons for this will be
presented in 1ww. In the 8-9* centuries, a practice of “reciting” this chapter during naw % m>an was instituted — as a polemic
against the Karaites, who forbade having any lit fires in the home on naw, due to their literalist reading of xn% mnw.
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I.  x mwn: prohibited wicks and fuels for use for naw 1
a. wicks: (many of these terms were unknown to 911 »man; clarification below)

i. w25 resolved as wooly material inside cedar bark
ii. 7017 oY 1 — flax-seed

1. Challenge (»3x): v. 1 implies that flaxseed is not jomn
2. Rather (»2ax): it is flax that isn’t properly combed out
iii. 752, YRV asked sailors who all said that it’s a material called 83913
1. »wpr 33 pny 1. cocoon of a silkworm
a. Tangential story: »aR) 127 saw a man wearing silk; 1’27 claimed that that was 793 of our mwn

i. Response (7718): we call this silk X379 VWY
ii. Challenge (p27): 0w (silk) and 795 garments are rx¥a narn (2>793~=silk) - Xnavn
1. Or: perhaps 81179 RVW is not the same as regular silk
iv. 7787 NN wicker
1. Story: »ary pad saw wicker; 127 identified it as 1780 n%na of our mwn, showing him wooly material inside
V. 727071 n5no. a long grass — perhaps nettle
Vi. orpin 229 5y 77177 must be moss (that grows on sides of ships), unlike algae, it can be spun into a wick

1.  Note: they added wool and hair

a.  Our K omitted both as they were obviously unfit for wicks; wool contracts and hair only gets singed

2. Note: these materials may be used for fire, for light as well as heat, whether in fire-pit or on stove

b.  Fuels: (921 'non needed to explain the meaning of these terms; only fuels presented in our ®v are presented here)

1. nor. tar
ii. mwe: paraffin

1. Note: ®1n3 had to point out that this list is D1nw 09, as we may have thought that myw is unfit for m»na

2. paw 72 p7 170y is the runoff of nar; paraffin is the runoff of honey - significance for commerce

iii. 277 o oil of prp-bird (YRNW); oil from flax (N1’ 772 pnx ); oil of P2y (in 7 MY — H"aw7) (N"217’s description)

II. nav's observation about our niwn
a.  Wicks: that are prohibited, since the flame “jumps” on them
b.  Oils: that are prohibited, since they don’t stay on the wick very well

i. Question (7279 »38): can we add proper oil to improper oil or is there a N1 that he may use just improper oil?

1. Answer: we may not, since it doesn’t light well

2. Challenge: 7:1 naw RNaoIN —2"2w7 reports that his father’s house would wrap cloth around nut to light
a. Response: but pn (ibid) forbids
b.  comeback: 23 nwyn — the proof from 3’s house is strong

i. Defense: perhaps 3™ only used the nut to help the wick float, not as an “inner wick”
ii. Question: if so, why does p"n forbid?
iii. Answer: it is all 3"av; Rn»11 is deficient and he distinguishes between lighting and floating

3. Challenge: 21 permits putting oil into melted down fat or fish innards
a.  Answer: these light well, 13227 were 71 unmelted fat or innards, but not if he putin oil - nnY nvn

www.dafyomivicc.org 19 © Yitzchak Etshalom 2012




