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N0 naon deals with allegations of adultery raised by a suspicious husband who employs a formal warning ("»p) to his wife regarding her putative affair
with a specific man, followed by her being found in seclusion (nnv) with that same man. In this case, as stipulated in "0 7211 (see below), the husband
brings his wife to the wTpn/2wn and a ceremony, involving a unique nmn 129p and drink oxn D1 ensues. These waters are mixed with dirt from the floor of
the wTpnAown and a scroll which has a section of Mo nwia written on it is dissolved in the water which she subsequently drinks. Prior to some or all of the
ceremony, the 112 administers an oath that she has not “strayed” and an oath with imprecation that if she is guilty, the water will kill her in some horrible,

Introduction to nviv mov»

disfiguring fashion. Once she has drunk, if she is guilty, she is miraculously killed; if, on the other hand, she is blameless, she is blessed with children.

The inclusion of nVIL N3N in W) 770 is understandable; its location in the sequence (after 9°13 nyon) is explained in the opening Mo as

related to the juxtaposition of these mw12 in the N0 (note that some WK1 have a different order of the mwnn mnoon in oW1 770)

N0 naon includes 9 chapters which are discussed over 48 pages of &3, much of the material, even that of the Tannaim, is Aggadic and leads to many

significant discussions about Divine punishment, an extended exegesis of the beginning of Sefer Shemot etc. — and that’s just in the first chapter.

Only 5 of the first 6 chapters deal with nv1o and the final three are a potpourri of topics, as below:
The breakdown of the chapters is as follows:

O 0 N O Ul B W~
_— OO DO —

Circumstances leading to the status of nvyo and the beginning of the process
The process — the specifics of her nmin, the writing of the scroll, the preparation of the water and the administering of the oath
Completion of the process and exceptions where either the water doesn’t kill immediately or the nmn is process differently
Those women who may not drink or who are taken care of by 17 n»a
mw11 made on the day y"ar1 was appointed head of the 710
Circumstances that would lead to the woman not being allowed to drink
Different formulae and declarations that must/need not be said in wmipn pwy
Laws of returning from war — tangent from the nnn>n mwn 112’s declaration being in wnpn nws
Laws of the broken calf (nay1y n%p) - tangent from the p71-n’2’s declaration/confession being in wnpn nw%
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Preparation for ceremony
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The ceremony
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Writing the scroll
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Having her drink(?)
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The offering
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Conclusion
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I ’x mwn: testimony for "p and nno
a language of nywn - Ripnn - indicates that "1p is not an ideal stance to take
i observation: location of NVYD in the Mishnaic canon
1  following 97100 (M213)=> 011121 (subset of 01T)> NVID (as per juxtaposition of V1-nVID in 127N1)
ii  introductory manto noop: difficulty of finding a proper mate (vv. 1-2)
1  distinction between first 11 (according to “fate”) and later »1 (according to your behavior)
b 91yYr "7 (according to p”m): 2 for "rp, 1 (even himself) for P no
i source: na(v.3 - allowing for 1 witness) excludes n»p but not nvno which is juxtaposed to nrmv (v. 3)
1 Challenge: nyp is also juxtaposed to nrkmY (v. 5)
2 Answer: reasonable to align n1’no - nRMY; it’s on a continuum of behavior (X’n NRMIVT RNONNR NND)
ii  aYHYR " (according to NTINY 9”2 )0V "): 1 or himself for »¥p, 2 for N no
1 source: na(v. 3 — allowing for 1 witness) excludes nvno but not "p which is juxtaposed to nxmv (v. 5)
(a) Challenge: how does he interpret the juxtaposition of v. 3?
(b) Answer: tells us MY»w — amount of time for NRMV is NPNO 72
(c) Observation: either version of X" could lead to boundless claims
(1) Our version: he could claim she was secluded
(ii) 2727 he could claim, after witnesses saw he secluded, that he had warned her
(d) note: a person shouldn’t say to his wife “don’t be secluded with 'n%a” in our day (without w1pn)
(i) reason: na%n may be in accord with X" as per »"2»; if she’s ever secluded — there’s no solution
c ywin v 2 for "p, 2 for nno
i source: na(v.3 - allowing for 1 witness) excludes n»p and nno
d  consensus: with proper o1y for nnoy "’p, 1 witness of NkMV is believed (and she doesn’t drink)
i source: based on v. 4, every mention of 7y in the n7'n means 2 > v. 3 means “there aren’t 2, rather 1”
1  and: he testifies that noam 85 &0 (she wasn’t coerced) = n1or
2 challenge: how would we have understood na px 7y without v. 4?
3 Answer: perhaps it means “1 isn’t believed”
(a) Challenge: the text wouldn’t have to say na P& 7v; we would know that you need 2 from 9a7::927
(b) Answer: ™o that here, due to circumstantial evidence, we’d believe 1 witness — 9"np
(c) Challenge: text indicates she would be nmoR if he testified that noani 85 - he’s believed
(d) Answer: ®™o we don’t believe 1 and even with 2 they must testify that noan 8> ®n - 5"np
e  Interepration of n1p.
i 577 creates bad feelings between her and her friends
1 conclusion: he must hold that n»p is done without witnesse; her friends don’t know why she’s aloof
ii ~ »an creates bad feelings between her and him
1 conclusion: he must hold that np is done in front of 2 witnesses, generating bad feelings between them
iii 27237 pis “warning” - he holds that it is a positive thing (as per v. 6)
iv  Observation: n"1 — a person violates the law in seclusion and 'n announces it publicly as per vv. 5,7
v Observation: 9" - a person only transgresses if a spirit of levity comes into him as per v. 8 (nown — nown)
II a2 mwn: formula of nvp
a  if he warned her not to speak with »115a and she spoke with him — no consequences
b  if she entered a secluded place with him for a duration of nxmv Myw (discussed below):
i she may not have relations with her husband
ii ~ she may not eat nmAn (if married to a jn2)
iii if her husband dies, there is only n¥’9n, no ma»
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