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I "y mwn: parameters of N nTay:
a  Liable: 7219 ("1 "1 — in whatever fashion is its usual form)
i And:slaughtering, libating (includes 7”nr as per v. 1), burning (incense and fats), bowing
ii ~ And: verbal acceptance of it as a god, or saying to it “you are my god” etc.
b Exempt: other acts of worship, e.g. embracing, kissing, sweeping in front of the idol etc. — violation of n"y
¢ Exempt: taking a vow or oath in its name — violation of n"y — exempt from n>’po
i Note: defecating in front of 112 or placing a stone in front of Mercury is its nTay (liable as per 1%t clause)
I Sources:
a  v2: w/o “DnYR”, R™D the referent is pIn *0I1NY; DY defines as 1"y
i Challenge: we already know that pin »01mw is n7>
1 Answer: R™0 that n13 is if done w/o n®Inn, n9po if done with ARINN
b Then: 125 'n% *yna directs all mTay that are done in the WTpn/nIty to 'n alone (includes Mv'p) %)
i Bowing (which is not done as part of 7713): vv. 3-4, with prohibition in v. 5
ii ~ However: mmay not done 'n% are not included, as per nnrar
¢ Challenge (to »ax): perhaps nknnnwn is the index, implying that any T2 nmay would carry liability
i And:v.1 would be necessary to teach nmay% nmayn yawvnn
1 Block: j1nv 1 infers 1awnn from w9, v. 1 is still extra, needed for our 111%%
(a) But: 9" may learn pawnn from v. 1 and accept challenge
(b) Double block: *"1 may still need p1va to generate liability in case of 1"»% p1t5 n”y man
(i) And: 5" may still not need o9, as man is still liable, even if animal is nXana MmN
2 Challenge to challenge: if so, what is v. 6 excluding — can’t be 719, as that is subsumed under nrnnNNWH (1113)
(a) Must be: a1 to Mercury — ™0, since it’s worship is degrading (w/stones), this is 27n - 5"p v. 6
3 Note: 8"’s ruling that naw to Mercury is liable as per v. 7 — should be covered under nxnnnwn
(a) Answer: could be a case of slaughtering v’¥2n5 (not to adore Mercury, but to anger 7”1 etc.)
III Resolving apparent contradiction between our mwn and »1, where verbal acceptance alone is 2 nn
a  Answerl (83p7 27): our Mwn- where he states that he only accepts the god at point of worship
b Answer2 (9o 27): it is dependent on T’ 1/n™ — in re M7 W12 (V. 8)
i Autorejection: nT "3 confirms 't NwN
ii ~ And:dispute is in case others say “yes” to his demand; n”1 thinks they are serious, "1 — facetious
¢ Answer3 (9o 27): individual/group: in one case, (t)he(y) follow(s) (v. 9), else, (t)he(y) counsel and make own decision
i (Note: there are two different versions here, assigning “taking counsel” either to 7m or n»a7)
ii ~ Challenge (»7ax): individual or group listening to n’on are equalized, as per v. 10
1 Distinctions: only for nnon (n%po for indiv./ 9o for group) and estate (maintained/destroyed)
d  Answer4 (»an): if he convinces himself — only at nmay; if convinced by others (n'on) — at verbal acceptance
i Proof: v.9 - as soon as he desires to listen to the nvon, he is liable
e  Answer5 (X27): both are cases where he is no; if the n'on explains the nature of the god, liable at verbal acceptance
i Proof: v. 11 — equates distant gods with “local” — to know their “nature”
f  Answer6 (?wx 27):'1 MWNis a case of an apostate; once he verbally accepts, he won’t recant
g Answer7 (827): MW are sequenced — not only 721y (our Mwn), also verbal acceptance generates liability
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