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Introduction to nT nMay novs

As we saw in p771mv, the broadest area of prohibitions which involves the p1-n»a is nr nmay; they must be fully familiar with the
practices and beliefs of the pagans in order to understand how to adjudicate such cases. This is likely the reason that mr nmay naon
was included in pp’11 770 — even though arguments could have been made for inclusion in 711 970 or even w1 770.

The mwn was, by and large, formulated in an era before the church played a clear role as “the other” and well before the advent of
Islam; as such, although the Toraic prohibitions relate exclusively to Canaanite practices (chiefly Ba’al-worship),most of the practical
Halakhic issues dealt with in the mwn and associated nin»a relate to Greco-Roman religion and Hellenistic cultic practices. In addi-
tion to specific prohibitions and limitations relating to business and social contact with pagans, there is a wealth of Aggadic material
in this naon relating to our relatiions with non-Jews, how we view their practices and so on.
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I ’» mwn: avoiding business with pagans 3 days before their holidays
a  Includes: buying, selling, lending, borrowing, paying back or collecting loans,
i Dissent: nmn» "1 permits collecting loans as that brings him (the pagan) sadness
ii ~ Response: even though he may be sad now, he is happy later (that he has completed his business)
I Analysis: dispute as to whether “pagan holidays” is nn»1y or D PR
a  Support for o V. 1
b Support for o77v: v. 2 (rejection, as v. 2 is read about YXw, v. 3 is preferred)
i Tangent: eoyotov (eschaton) regarding “day of judgment” and nations of the world (v. 2, vv. 4—21)
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