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I Explanation of phrase in mwn that even one letter can invalidate y>an (against charge of Rv’wa)
a  Reference: is to rule that every letter must have blank parchment surrounding it on all 4 sides
b Note: source for 4 n'na — either orthography of navv (v.1 — YRynw’ 7) or vo+na (in foreign languages — »™)
II  Number of o'na and nvwia
a  RnMa: source for putting 4 separate n»w1a in 4 separate housings — in one pelt — 11791 (v. 1) — a single “memorial”
i But:if he wrote it on one parchment and put it into 4 housings — valid
1 »27 must have a space between them
2 opom no need for a space, but they accede that there must be a string between them
(a) And: if the break between the housings isn’t visible — invalid
b xn»a: hand-nan written on one parchment; if he wrote it on 4 pieces and placed them in one housing — valid
i /7 1 he must attach them
ii ~ ’p» ’1 no need — and N "1 accedes that if he had 2 head-m%an, he can cover one with a single parchment and
use it for T Y® pPYran
1 Implication: "M 1 changed his mind about the need to have the nvva attached
2 Challenge (to using 7®1 as »#n): hand-p»an (less sanctified than head-1>2an, as 'n nW is written on it) may be
“elevated” to head-pYran, but not the inverse
(a) Defense: if they are brand new (not yet been tied on) — may be switched
(i) And:if we hold that designation is meaningful (X0 Xn%>n nintn) — he must have made the head-p%an
with intent for use as either
¢ xpa: the order of the nyva:
i On the right:
1 0-8:0 mnw) M1 53 v1p
2 (ro-R? DY) PRI D M
ii ~ On the left:
1 (0-1: D127) SR YnY
2 (R2-3:R> OW) YINY DR 7'M
iii ~Challenge: Xn»11 teaching the opposite (R/L)
1 Answer (»aK): if it is from the perspective of the wearer or the person facing him (“reader”)
iv 37 if he switches the nvw1s (locations) — invalid
1 »an this is only true if he puts an “outside” nw1a inside or vice-versa
(a) Challenge (827): the reasoning for this is because the nw4 that is supposed to be on an exterior is now in-
terior or vice-versa; however, even if he puts one exterior on the other side, it is now facing the “R” in-
stead of the “L” (for example), rather...
2 s27any nwa put in the wrong place invalidates

Footnote: regarding the proper placement, w7 (and many other »nWR1 — see n:3 0”an7Y pY»an mavn) understand the order as
following the sequence in the "1, so that the person looking at the P»an would theoretically be able to read them in order;
therefore, the last nw1a (on the extreme right of the person wearing) would be »1nw ox ’m; however, n"y understands, from the
split language of the xn» 2 (from the right, from the left) that we should view it in two bisects — from the right, the first two
nwIy, then from the left side, outside in, read ynw then »1nw bR 7>My; this is an approach known as y¥nra nynn. The only point
of disagreement is the placement of ynw vs. »1nw or M. There are two other well-known approaches, which are parallel varia-
tions on these; they reverse the order of the reader and the wearer and the 827 Xv 1w (an early code of Babylonian provenance,
from the period of the Ge’onim; the book is not extant, but is quoted in several works of WwR3; this famous ruling appears in
W"RY's PYan mavn — par. 5) possibly inverts ”w7’s order, while 77ar" (quoting 1R 'R0 — at n”an" ibid.) inverts n™’s order.
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