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Note: our m1wn describes the cutting of the 90y on the 2" night of noa. This was the single biggest point of dispute with some of the sec-
tarians as it was the pivotal point of the disagreement about the calendar. According to the Essene calendar as recovered from Cave 4, The
Omer was offered on Sunday, Nissan 26 and the 2 wheat loaves were to be offered 7 weeks later, on Sivan 15, also on a Sunday. The sect
known to the Rabbis as poin»a are likely the “Essenes” of Josephus, as poin»ais probably a form of po(8) 1’2 (see 10:X 1”1 Xno017)
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I 7 mwn: description of cutting the Jny:
a  Preparation: before 210 0y, representatives of 1”2 would go out and tie bundles (while in ground) to make it easy to cut
b  Attendance: all the nearby villages would come to make it a well-publicized event
¢ Procedure: once it was night, the cutter would ask 772 and they would confirm at each step: (each g/a was repeated 3x)
i Hewould ask: “is it nightfall yet?” and they would answer in the affirmative
ii ~ Hewould ask: “this scythe?” and they would answer in the affirmative
iii He would ask: “this basket?” (for placing the cut barley) and they would answer in the affirmative
iv  (if it was naw, he would ask: “this naw?” and they would answer in the affirmative)
v Hewould ask: “Shall I cut?” and they would instruct him to cut
d  Explanation for the “big fuss”: to counter the o1 (see note) who held that anyn nvxp is not on V" RN
I xpa (from n2ayn nHin):
a  From jp’2 & until 8": no fasting or eulogies, as the law of the Tnn was properly established then
i Sectarians: claimed (per v. 1) that an individual may offer Tnn
it Tradition: following v. 2 — must come from public fund
b From 8% until end of noo. no fasting or eulogies, as the date of myaw was properly established then
i Essenes: held that it was always on Sunday
1 Reason: n"yIn loved 81w ny, and gave them 2 days in a row of celebration (naw and myaw)
(a) Challenge (r"277): if so, why did he take us for 40 years on a journey that should have taken 11 days? (v. 3)
ii ~ Rabbis:
1 r27v.5 indicates 7 complete weeks, but v. 4 indicates 50 days
(a) Reasolution: if it falls on Sunday - 7 perfect weeks; if on another day — 50 days
(i) Challenge (837): could be per »ay, that there is a mx¥n to count days and a mxn to count weeks
2 N”1v. 6indicates that 772 must count, but if it always starts on Sunday, anyone can figure that out
3y 7 compares the date of myaw to counting a month; just as we recognize when a month begins before-
hand, so too with y”nav (noa arrives)
(a) Challenge (to both 8”1and »*): perhaps the verse is referring to last day of noa
4 Srypw “1 we are commanded to bring ny and onYn 'mv, just as onbn MW is at the beginning of a %27, so too
the 2y is at the beginning of a »
5 avnaaamir ' naw (v. 4):nawv (v. 5); just as v.5 is a Y3, so too v. 4 is a o
(a) Analysis (¥37): both of these arguments (#4 and #5) are unassailable
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I xr7772: explaining vv. 4-5
a b5 om9or each person counts on his own
b naws nnpp. means the morrow of 210 oy
i Proofs:
1 Ama2 9307 71 v. 5 indicates that count must always be 50 days=>must be independent of day of week
(a) Challenge (X27): perhaps it is 50 days besides whatever surplus there is that particular year
2 fvnajaaniv 1 v. 6 indicates that 772 must count, but if it always starts on Sunday, anyone can figure that out
(a) Challenge (837): perhaps it begins at end of 210 oy
3 pp’7if naw means NYWR11 N1y, it could be any one of them — must mean 210 DY
(a) Additionally: just as v.5is a 931, so too v. 4 is a Y21
(b) Note (x¥37): ov "1 understood that his first argument was weak (?) which was why he added another
4 9rv5N 12 pwpw 1 v. 7 contradicts v. 8 — 6 or 7 days of n¥n?
(a) Resolution: 7 of 19, 6 of w1n, since 1Y permits wn on 2" day
¢ Procedure: we might have thought (from vv. 4-5) that he must cut and offer on 911 10 but may count any time
i Therefore: v. 6 stipulates counting from the cutting
ii  However: v. 6 leads to impression that he cuts and counts on that day, but may bring offering any time
1 Therefore: v. 4 indicates counting nax’an ovn
2 However: naxan nyn may direct all (cutting, counting, offering) to be done by day
(a) Therefore: v. 4 also directs there to be “7 full weeks”, which can only happen if counting at night
(b) However: that may indicate that all 3 acts are to be done at night
(i) Therefore: v. 4 also states DaR»an nyn: cutting and counting at night, offering during the day
IV Analysis (837): all of these arguments can be challenged, save for the last two from each ®n»12 - as indicated after each
V' »ax. (quoted by ®a7 in his challenge to 1"27) — mxn to count days and mxn to count weeks
a  Students of 'w& 27 would count both
b 72705 would only count days, as he maintained that r"nnra »”nav is “merely” a w1pn% 7ot
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