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Introduction to –  
The Torah commands us (ויקרא יז:יג) that when we slaughter a חיה or a bird, we must cover the דם with dirt.  Our chapter is devoted to defining the 
parameters of this מצוה. We will return to the issue of שחיטה שאי©ה ראויה and explore it in greater depth.  
 
30.6.1 
83b ( אמש©ה  )  85a (והשיב ר' אלעזר הקפר בריבי תשובה) 
 

  יג, יז ויקרא :בֶּעָפָר וְכִסָּהוּ דָּמוֹ  אֶת וְשָׁפÌַ יֵאָכֵל אֲשֶׁר עוֹף אוֹ  חַיָּה צֵיד יָצוּד אֲשֶׁר בְּתוֹכָם הַגָּר הַגֵּר וּמִן יִשְׂרָאֵל מִבְֵּ©י אִישׁ וְאִישׁ .1
  יט, כח א"דהי :הַתַּבְִ©ית מַלְאֲכוֹת כֹּל הִשְׂכִּיל עָלַי ה' מִיַּד בִּכְתָב הַכֹּל .2
  טז, יב דברים :כַּמָּיִם תִּשְׁפְּכֶנּוּ הָאָרֶץ עַל תֹאכֵלוּ Îא הַדָּם רַק .3
4. Ìַלו, יא ויקרא :יִטְמָא בְִּ©בְלָתָם וְֹ©גֵעַ  טָהוֹר יִהְיֶה מַיִם מִקְוֵה וּבוֹר מַעְיָן א  
  כ, יב דברים :בָּשָׂר תֹּאכַל ַ©פְשÍְׁ אַוַּת בְּכָל בָּשָׂר לֶאֱכֹל ַ©פְשÍְׁ תְאַוֶּה כִּי בָשָׂר אֹכְלָה וְאָמַרְתָּ  לÌָ דִּבֶּר כַּאֲשֶׁר גְּבוּלÍְ אֶת אÎֱהֶיÍ ה' יַרְחִיב כִּי .5
  כא, יב דברים :ַ©פְשÍֶׁ אַוַּת בְּכֹל בִּשְׁעָרֶיÍ וְאָכַלְתָּ  צִוִּיתÍִ כַּאֲשֶׁר לÍְ ה' ָ©תַן אֲשֶׁר וּמִצֹּאְ©Í מִבְּקָרÍְ וְזָבַחְתָּ  שָׁם שְׁמוֹ  לָשׂוּם אÎֱהֶיÍ ה' יִבְחַר אֲשֶׁר הַמָּקוֹם מִמÍְּ יִרְחַק כִּי .6
  כז-כו, כז משלי :לְַ©עֲרוֹתֶיÍ וְחַיִּים בֵּיתÍֶ לְלֶחֶם לְלַחְמÍְ עִזִּים חֲלֵב וְדֵי :עַתּוּדִים שָׂדֶה וּמְחִיר לִלְבוּשÍֶׁ כְּבָשִׂים .7
8. Íְוַאֲהֵב Íְוּבֵרַכ Íֶּוְהִרְב Ìַפְּרִי וּבֵר Í©ְְוּפְרִי בִט Íֶאַדְמָת Í©ְָדְּג Íְׁוְתִירֹש Íֶשְׁגַר וְיִצְהָר Íוְעַשְׁתְּרֹת אֲלָפֶי Í©ֶשְׁבַּע אֲשֶׁר הָאֲדָמָה עַל צֹא©ִ Íלָתֶת לַאֲבֹתֶי Ìָיג, ז דברים :ל  
  ה, קיב תהלים :בְּמִשְׁפָּט דְּבָרָיו יְכַלְכֵּל וּמַלְוֶה חוֵֹ©ן אִישׁ טוֹב .9

  

I מש©ה א: beasts which require כסוי הדם 
a Location/setting: in and out of א"י, whether or not there is a מקדש – but doesn’t apply to קדשים (only חולין) 
b Types: applies to חיה and birds 
c Context: whether owned or encountered incidentally 

i כוי: applies due to the ספק (if it is a חיה), but we don’t slaughter כוי on יום טוב; if it was שחט©, we don’t cover דם 
II Inquiry: why doesn’t כסוי הדם apply to קדשים?  

a Answer1: it is impossible, per ר' זירא’s interpretation of בעפר – there must be dirt both beneath and above it 
i And: cannot be done on מזבח: 

1 If: he nullifies the dirt to the מזבח, he is adding on to the dimensions of it, in violation of v. 2 
2 If: he doesn’t nullify the dirt, it is a חציצה between the דם and the מזבח 

ii Challenge: he can still perform כסוי atop the דם, as is the ruling in case someone slaughters a חיה before slaughtering 
a בהמה, in which case the blood of the בהמה covers the דם החיה and there’s nothing to cover ( פטור), but if the  דם

 is below (he slaughtered it first), he is obligated, even though he can’t cover below הבהמה
1 defense: perhaps that is per ר' זירא’s “בילה” concept – if it could be done, fulfillment isn’t vital 

iii challenge: he could clean it off the מזבח onto the floor and then cover it 
1 per: ו:ו – blood on the knife must be covered 
2 indeed: קדשי מזבח are liable; מוקדשים in מש©ה is a reference to קדשי בדה"ב 

(a) Challenge: why doesn’t he redeem them and then cover?  
(i) Answer: that wouldn’t work according to either ר"מ or ר"ש 

 requires assessment בדה"ב counts, but redemption of (even) שחיטה שאי©ה ראויה agrees that a :ר"מ .1
 שחיטה שאי©ה ראויה ל"ש שחיטה but holds ,(קדשי מזבח only for) doesn’t require assessment :ר"ש .2
3. Defense: רבי could hold like ר"ש re שחיטה שאי©ה ראויה and like ר"מ re העמדה והערכה  can’t be covered 

iv Alternatively: could be all ר"ש, and even פדייה is an interruption between (שחיטה) ושפך and וכסה 
v If so: we could return to original understanding of (קדשי מזבח) מוקדשים and “גרירה” would be an interruption 

b Answer2 (מר בר ר' אשי): עוף compared to חיה; just as חיה has no מוקדשים, so עוף only applies to חולין 
i Challenge: if so, perhaps pigeons are liable if מוקדש 
ii Answer: just as there are no distinctions (in this regard) among חיות, so all עופות are alike – only חולין are חייב 

III יעקב the מין and רבא 
a Challenge (יעקב מי©אה): since "חיה" subsumes בהמה, perhaps דם בהמה also requires covering 

i Rejection: v. 3 – דם of a בהמה is spilled out “like water”; just as water requires no כסוי, so דם בהמה needs none 
ii Challenge: if so, דם בהמה should be able to be used for a מקווה 

1 Defense: v. 4 singles out water 
2 Block: perhaps it only excludes other liquids that aren’t referenced as “water” 

(a) Answer: there is another exclusion – בור, מעין, מקוה – to exclude flowing, standing and דם בהמה 
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IV ברייתא: v. 1 implies that only trapped animals/birds are subject to כסוי 
a ציד: extends to domesticated  (e.g. chickens)  
b אשר יצוד: is an exhortation that a person should only eat meat with this preparation  

i רש"י: as if he hunted, i.e. infrequently, so as not to become impoverished 
c Tangent: v. 5 exhorts us not to eat meat if not hungry 
d Tangent: v. 6 teaches that we should only eat from our own cattle (not to buy meat) 

i And: v. 6 teaches ( בקרךמ  etc.) that we should not deplete all of our animals for food 
1 Conclusion: ראב"ע’s advice (thrift) and how that attitude was changed in later generations 

e Further lessons: from משלי (v. 7) that a person should use his own holdings to prepare food, clothing etc. 
i And: should train his children to live ascetically 
ii Further advice: from ר' יוח©ן regarding wealth and thrift (vv. 8-9) 

V ר' עי©א’s ruling and רבה’s (acerbic) reaction: 
a ר' עי©א: if someon slaughters a חיה/עוף on שבת for a sick person, he must perform כסוי הדם 
b ברייתא :רבה (background to ruling in our מש©ה) – ר' יוסי argued that if a כוי is slaughtered on יו"ט – no כסוי 

i Argument: if מילה, which in case of וודאי, “trumps” שבת; but ספק מילה doesn’t trump יו"ט 
1 Then: certainly כסוי, which isn’t done on שבת even for וודאי, isn’t done on יו"ט for ספק 

(a) Observation: "ודאי" on שבת must be slaughtering for someone who is sick 
(i) Counter: perhaps it just refers to someone who violated שבת and slaughtered 
(ii) Block: it is presented as parallel to מילה, which is done only when properly commanded (ברשות)  

ii Counter: תקיעת שופר, which isn’t done on שבת in case of ודאי (e.g. for a man), is done on (ר"ה) יו"ט for (טומטום) ספק  
 יו"ט on שופר wouldn’t see this as a challenge, as he permits even a woman to blow :ר' יוסי 1

(a) Per: his ruling (with ר"ש) that allows women to perform סמיכה, even though it might have been consid-
ered עבודה בקדשים  he would allow a woman to blow שופר on יו"ט 

 at all שבת on כסה"ד but there is no – מקדש in the שבת is blown on שופר this counter can be defeated – as :רבי©א 2
iii Counter2 (ר"א הקפר): מילה is not a proof, as it is not done on כסוי ;לילי יו"ט is done night or day 

1 Inference: is מילה done on other nights? 
2 Rather: his response was that מילה is different, as it is never done on any night, unlike כסוי 

(a) Final note: ר' חייא commented that this one of the challenges for which he had no counter, but ר"א הקפר 
was able to defend.  
 
 


