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Session #3: The Evolution of Shavuot
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Prelude to the Revelation

(MI271 NwY)

Revelation (the Decalogue)
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Bnei Yisrael are afraid , ask Moshe to enter the cloud and receive the rest of the Mitzvot
(112 DVaYN)

The Law Code and Covenant
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God summons Moshe to the top of the mountain to receive more Mitzvot and the Tablets
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And on the new moon of the third month he went forth from the ark, and built an altar on
that mountain. And he made atonement for the earth, and took a kid and made atonement
by its blood for all the guilt of the earth; for everything that had been on it had been
destroyed, save those that were in the ark with Noah. And he placed the fat thereof on the
altar, and he took an ox, and a goat, and a sheep and kids, and salt, and a turtle-dove, and
the young of a dove, and placed a burnt sacrifice on the altar, and poured thereon an
offering mingled with oil, and sprinkled wine and strewed frankincense over everything,
and caused a goodly savour to arise, acceptable before the Lord. And the Lord smelt the
goodly savour, and He made a covenant with him that there should not be any more a flood
to destroy the earth; that all the days of the earth seed-time and harvest should never cease;
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night should not change their order,
nor cease for ever. "And you, increase ye and multiply upon the earth, and become many
upon it, and be a blessing upon it. The fear of you and the dread of you I shall inspire in
everything that is on earth and in the sea. And behold I have given unto you all beasts, and
all winged things, and everything that moveth on the earth, and the fish in the waters, and
all things for food; as the green herbs, I have given you all things to eat. But flesh, with the
life thereof, with the blood, ye shall not eat; for the life of all flesh is in the blood, lest your
blood of your lives be required. At the hand of every man, at the hand of every (beast), shall
I require the blood of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood by man shall his blood be shed;
for in the image of God made He man. And you, increase ye, and multiply on the earth."
And Noah and his sons swore that they would not eat any blood that was in any flesh, and
he made a covenant before the Lord God for ever throughout all the generations of the earth
in this month. On this account He spake to thee that thou shouldst make a covenant with
the children of Israel in this month upon the mountain with an oath, and that thou shouldst
sprinkle blood upon them because of all the words of the covenant, which the Lord made
with them for ever. And this testimony is written concerning you that you should observe

it continually, so that you should not eat on any day any blood of beasts or birds or cattle
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during all the days of the earth, and the man who eateth the blood of beast or of cattle or of
birds during all the days of the earth, he and his seed shall be rooted out of the land. And
do thou command the children of Israel to eat no blood, so that their names and their seed
may be before the Lord our God continually. And for this law there is no limit of days, for
it is for ever. They shall observe it throughout their generations, so that they may continue
supplicating on your behalf with blood before the altar; every day and at the time of
morning and evening they shall seek forgiveness on your behalf perpetually before the Lord
that they may keep it and not be rooted out. And He gave to Noah and his sons a sign that
there should not again be a flood on the earth. He set His bow in the cloud for a sign of the
eternal covenant that there should not again be a flood on the earth to destroy it all the days
of the earth. For this reason it is ordained and written on the heavenly tables, that they
should celebrate the feast of weeks in this month once a year, to renew the covenant every
year. And this whole festival was celebrated in heaven from the day of creation till the days
of Noah-twenty-six jubilees and five weeks of years: and Noah and his sons observed it for
seven jubilees and one week of years, till the day of Noah's death, and from the day of
Noah's death his sons did away with (it) until the days of Abraham, and they ate blood. But
Abraham observed it, and Isaac and Jacob and his children observed it up to thy days, and
in thy days the children of Israel forgot it until ye celebrated it anew on this mountain. And
do thou command the children of Israel to observe this festival in all their generations for a
commandment unto them: one day in the year in this month they shall celebrate the festival.
For it is the feast of weeks and the feast of first-fruits: this feast is twofold and of a double
nature: according to what is written and engraven concerning it celebrate it. For I have
written in the book of the first law, in that which I have written for thee, that thou shouldst

celebrate it in its season, one day in the year...
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